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WHAT WE ARE LEARNING

Year 9: Dracula

Students begin the year by exploring Dracula, developing their creative writing
skills through descriptive and narrative writing. Alongside this, they build key
reading skills such as text marking, retrieval, inference and vocabulary
development, while also improving their speaking and listening confidence.
Students complete Functional Skills mock assessments during this term.

Year 10: Macbeth

Students study Shakespeare's Macbeth, exploring characters, themes and context
while developing their analytical reading skills. The focus is on understanding
language and dramatic techniques, comparing ideas and producing structured
essay responses. Students also prepare for and complete their Functional Skills
Reading assessment.

Year 10: Sherlock Holmes and Dracula

Students explore extracts from Sherlock Holmes and Draculg, focusing on reading
comprehension skills such as retrieval, inference, vocabulary and text marking.
Alongside this, they develop practical writing skills through letters, emails and
forms, while building confidence in speaking and listening. Students complete their
Functional Skills Reading assessment during the term.

Year 11: Meaning, retrieval and persuasion

Students focus on developing the reading and writing skills needed for success in
their Functional Skills qualifications and beyond. Reading lessons concentrate on
retrieving information, understanding explicit and implicit meaning and exploring
vocabulary choices. Writing lessons develop students’ ability to write for different
audiences and purposes, including creating effective persuasive texts. Students
complete Functional Skills Reading and Writing assessments during the autumn
term.
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